The College Admission Essay

Show me the man who doesn’t like talking about himself.

 





 Paraphrased from East of Eden

Purpose:

· To write an essay in response to a college admission application, or

· To write an essay for a scholarship application, or

· To write an essay for a job application, or

· To write a personal statement about your experiences, your influences, or your views

(Though you have choices, please use this opportunity to write the essay that will be most practical for you.  And remember that even if you do not plan to go to college now, you may decide to go in the future.)
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Rationale:

Most of you need to write this essay for the very real and impending approach of application deadlines.  Even if you don’t, though, all of us need to work on our ability to sell ourselves and our abilities to others, whether it be to admission officers, employers, or customers.  And less practically but perhaps more importantly, I hope this essay encourages you to reflect on yourself and your experiences.  The process of conveying yourself to others might help you understand yourself better.  For how do we know something until we put it in words? 

Requirements: 

· Submit a typed draft of the essay for editing by Tuesday/ Wednesday, August 30 (A)/31(B).

· This counts as a level one grade

· Include a copy of the prompt with it; I’m too old to remember.

· Follow the directions of the prompt for formatting and length.

· Keep the edited copy to turn in with the final. 

· Keep your comments positive and helpful.   

· Submit a final, revised, typed essay by Tuesday/ Wednesday,  September 6 (A)/ 7(B).

· This counts as a major, level three grade.

· Attach the prompt and the edited draft 
· Submit electronically to www.turnitin.com by midnight on your due date.

Grading:

I’ll give you a rubric shortly, but your essay will be graded on:

· Adherence to the prompt and its requirements

· Focus

· Details

· Organization and transitions

· Style 

· Correctness of spelling, grammar, and other conventions

· Creativity and originality

Writing Conferences:

While we will not grade your essay before the final submission, you are welcome to make an appointment to talk about your ideas or specific areas within your essay that you may need focus or direction. Feel free to ask your peers for feedback as well. The more expert feedback you get, the better your essay will be. 
Possible Essay Topics

Below are a few topics to help you get started. Be sure to look at your institution’s website, though, to view all of the specific requirements.  

ApplyTexas:

Many Texas schools ask you to respond to one of the first two prompts in no more than one page.  

A. Write an essay in which you tell us about someone who has made an impact on your life and explain how and why this person is important to you.

B. Choose an issue of importance to you – the issue could be personal, school related, local, political, or international in scope – and write an essay in which you explain the significance of that issue to yourself, your family, your community, or your generation.

C. There may be personal information that you want considered as part of your admissions application. Write an essay describing that information. You might include exceptional hardships, challenges, or opportunities that have shaped or impacted your abilities or academic credentials, personal responsibilities, exceptional achievements or talents, educational goals, or ways in which you might contribute to an institution committed to creating a diverse learning environment.

D. (For certain majors, like Architecture, Studio Art, etc.) Personal interaction with objects, images and spaces can be so powerful as to change the way one thinks about particular issues or topics. For your intended area of study (architecture, art history, design, studio art, visual art studies/art education), describe an experience where instruction in that area or your personal interaction with an object, image or space effected type of change in your thinking. What did you do to act upon your new thinking and what have you done to prepare yourself for further study in this area?

The Common Application:

Please write an essay (250 words minimum) on a topic of your choice or on one of the options listed below. 
· Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

· Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.

· Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.

· Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.

· A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community, or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.

· Topic of your choice

The AISD Scholarship Application:

Please respond to ONE of the topics listed below. 

· My goals for the future and how I plan to achieve them

· A personal challenge which I had to overcome and how I overcame it

· Someone who has had a significant impact on my life and why/how
Admission Essay Hints and Tips:

1.  Imagine your essay will be read by at least one college admissions officer who wants to get an impression of the kind of person you are.  Your essay should make an emotional impression.  A great application essay will present vivid, personal, and compelling view of you to the reader.

2. Make sure the “real you” comes out in your essay.  In addition to writing a great essay about yourself, your writing style and personal voice should be evident.  This should be the paper no one else in the world could have written.  

3. Admission officers read hundreds of essays a day, and they probably have read many of the same few topics.  Try to make yours stand out by having one great idea.  Your great idea should be a small, personal topic that is narrow in focus.  

4. Don’t think you must have had a tragedy or trauma in your life in order to have a good essay.  You can write about common happenings such as riding a bicycle or failing a test; the magic comes in how you approach the topic.

