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Class

Pre-19th Century Literature

Read the following excerpt from the essay, “Of Negotiating”, by Frances Bacon.  Answer the questions that follow.

It is generally better to deal by speech than by letter, and by the mediation of a third man than by a man’s self.  Letters are good when a man would draw an answer by letter back again, or when it may serve for a man’s justification afterwards to produce his own letter, or where it may be danger to be interrupted or heard by pieces.  To deal in person is good when a man’s face breedeth regard, as commonly with inferiors, or in tender
 cases, where a man’s eye upon the countenance of him with whom he speaketh may give him a direction how far to go; and generally, where a man will reserve to himself liberty either to disavow or to expound.
1. a. Define the word negotiating.
b.  What is a situation that might require negotiation?

2.  Based on the first sentence, which method of negotiation would Bacon favor?
a. by letter – from one party to the other
b. by speech – from one party to the other
c. by speech – from a third party
3.  In what three instances does he recommend using a letter?
4. Explain the following lines.
a.  “…when a man’s face breedeth regard…”

b.  “…where a man’s eye upon the countenance of him with whom he speaketh may give him a direction how far to go.”

c.  “…liberty either to disavow or to expound.”

5.  What is something you would disavow?
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