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Class:
Pre-19th Century Literature

Read the following excerpt from Joseph Addison’s essay, “The Aims of The Spectator”, which was published in The Spectator on March12, 1711.  Answer the questions that follow.


It is with much satisfaction that I hear this great city inquiring day by
day after these my papers, and receiving my morning lectures with a

becoming seriousness and attention.  My publisher tells me that there

are already three thousand of them distributed every day.  So that if I

allow twenty readers to every paper, which I look upon as a modest
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computation, I may reckon about three-score thousand disciples in Lon-

don and Westminster, who I hope will take care to distinguish themselves

from the thoughtless herd of their ignorant and unattentive brethren.

Since I have raised to myself so great an audience, I shall spare no pains

to make their instruction agreeable, and their diversion useful.  For which
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reasons I shall endeavor to enliven morality with wit, and to temper wit

with morality, that my readers may, if possible, both ways find their

account in the speculation of the day…


The mind that lies fallow but a single day sprouts up in

follies that are only to be killed by a constant and assiduous culture.  It
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was said of Socrates that he brought philosophy down from heaven, to

inhabit among men; and I shall be ambitious to have it said of me that

I have brought philosophy out of closets and libraries, schools and col-

leges, to dwell in clubs and assemblies, at tea tables and in coffeehouses.


I would therefore in a very particular manner recommend these my
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speculations to all well-regulated families that set apart an hour in every

morning for tea and bread and butter; and would earnestly advise them

for their good to order this paper to be punctually served up, and to be

looked upon as a part of the tea equipage.


Sir Francis Bacon observes that a well-written book, compared with
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its rivals and antagonists, is like Moses’ serpent, that immediately swal-

lowed up and devoured those of the Egyptians.
  I shall not be so vain as
to think that where The Spectator appears the other public prints will
vanish; but shall leave it to my reader’s consideration whether is it not

much better to be let into the knowledge of one’s self, than to hear what
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passes in Muscovy or Poland; and to amuse ourselves with such writings

as tend to the wearing out of ignorance, passion, and prejudice, than

such as naturally conduce to inflame hatreds, and make enmities irrec-

oncilable?

1.  Identify three allusions in the excerpt.
a.

b.

c.

2.  Explain the following lines:

a.  “…I shall endeavor to enliven morality with wit, and to temper wit with morality…”  (lines 11 – 12)

b.  “The mind that lies fallow but a single day sprouts up in follies that are only to be killed by a constant and assiduous culture.”  (lines 14 – 15)

c.  “…would earnestly advise them for their good to order this paper to be punctually served up, and to be looked upon as a part of the tea equipage.”  

(lines 22 – 24)
3.  Define the words below in context.

a.  becoming (line 3)

b. disciples (line 6)

c.  assiduous (line 15)

d.  punctually (line 23)

e.  conduce (line 33)

f.  enmities (line 33)

4.  Summarize three benefits of reading The Spectator according to Addison’s essay.

a.

b.

c.

� But it was the rod of Aaron, not of Moses, that turned into a devouring serpent (Exodus 7. 10-12)





