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Pre-19th Century Literature

Read the excerpt from Joseph Addison’s Essay, “On the Scale of Being,” which was published in The Spectator October 25, 1712.  Answer the questions that follow.

Though there is a great deal of pleasure in contemplating the material
world, by which I mean that system of bodies into which nature has so
curiously wrought the mass of dead matter, with the several relations

which those bodies bear to one another, there is still, methinks, some-

thing more wonderful and surprising in contemplations on the world of
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life, by which I mean all those animals with which every part of the 
universe is furnished.  The material world is only the shell of the universe:

the world of life are its inhabitants.


If we consider those parts of the material world which lie the nearest

to us and are, therefore, subject to our observation and inquiries, it is
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amazing to consider the infinity of animals with which it is stocked.

Every part of matter is peopled.  Every green leaf swarms with inhabitants.

There is scarce a single humor in the body of man, or of any other

animal, in which our glasses do not discover myriads of living creatures.


The surface of animals is also covered with other animals which are, in the 
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same manner, the basis of other animals that live upon it; nay, we find in
the most solid bodies, as a marble itself, innumerable cells and cavities that

are crowded with such imperceptible inhabitants as are too little for the

naked eye to discover.  On the other hand, if we look into the more bulky

parts of nature, we see the seas, lakes, and rivers teeming with numberless

20
kinds of living creatures.  We find every mountain and marsh, wilderness and

wood, plentifully stocked with birds and beasts, and every part of matter

affording proper necessaries and conveniences for the livelihood of multitudes

which in habit it.


The author of The Plurality of Worlds draws a very good argument
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upon this consideration for the peopling of every planet, as indeed it

seems very probable from the analogy of reason that, if no part of matter

which we are acquainted with lies waste and useless, those great bodies,

which are at such a distance from us, should not be deserted and unpeopled, but

rather that they should be furnished with beings adapted to their respective
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situations.

1.  In one sentence, summarize Addison’s view about life on other planets.

2. Study the definitions below.  
Deductive Reasoning – reasoning from the general to the specific, or from premises 





to logical valid argument

Inductive Reasoning – reasoning from particular facts or individual cases to a 




general conclusion
Which type of reasoning is used by the author of The Plurality of Worlds?  Justify your answer with textual evidence.

3. Addison develops his position through the use of _________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.

4.  In your own words, explain the distinction Addison makes between the material world and the world of life.

5. Quote the simile used in the excerpt.

a.

b.  By comparing _____________________________________________________________

to the fissure and cavities in _____________________________ , Addison is

illustrating __________________________________________________________________.
6.  Identify at least two synonyms from the excerpt for each word below.
a. think

b. small

c. large

d. empty

e. incalculable

7.  Number each sentence in the excerpt.  Answer the questions below based on the numbered sentences.

a.  Is sentence 2 compound, complex, or compound-complex?  Justify your answer.

b.  What syntactical device is used in sentences 4 & 5?

c. Which sentence uses alliteration within parallel constructions?  __________

What is the effect?

d. What syntactical device is used in sentence 1 with the words “by which I mean”?

8.  Why does Addison’s essay still have relevance today?
