Name: ___________________________________________
Per: ______
THIEVES: How to preview a non-fiction text

Title
· What does the title of the article or chapter imply the topic will be? ______________________________________________________________________________
· What do I already know about this topic?_____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Headings
· Turn the heading into a question that is likely to be answered in the text following it: ______________________________________________________________________________

Introduction

· What does the introduction to the article tell me about what I will be reading about?
______________________________________________________________________________

Every first sentence in a paragraph (read each one)

· What do you think this chapter or article is about based on the first sentence in each paragraph?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Visuals and Vocabulary

· Don’t ignore the visuals! What can you learn from the photos, drawings, maps, charts, or graphs in this article or chapter? __________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

· Are there any key vocabulary terms with definitions or bold faced terms? If so, find one and write it out here: ________________________________________________________________

End of Chapter Questions
· Read the end of chapter questions to keep them in mind as you read and annotate the text
Summary
· Some chapters include a summary at the end. If one exists, make sure you read it to check that you understand the topics covered in the summary. 
Main Ideas & Details
I. Key Terms

· Topic - __________________________________________________________________

· Main Idea – What is being said about the ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Topic Sentence  -- The sentence in a paragraph that _____________________________

____________________________________ . Often, but not always, the topic sentence is ______________________________________________________________________

II. How do I determine the Main Idea?

1. ________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________ to determine ________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. Use your own words to ____________________________________________________

Practice Paragraph 1:

Bacteria help humans in many ways.  Bacteria are involved in the production of food, fuel, medicines and other useful products.  Some are used in industry processes.  Others help break down pollutants, which are substances such as waste materials or harmful chemicals that dirty the environment.

Main Idea: __________________________________________________________________

Practice Paragraph 2: 


The first Spanish explorers, such as Coronado, had left horses behind.  For a time, bands of horses roamed wild.  Then the Native Americans learned to tame the horses and to ride them.  As more learned to ride, they moved onto the Plains.   With the horse, the Native Americans could easily follow the buffalo herds.  Horses also made it easier to chase down and kill buffalo.  Because hunting buffalo took far less effort than farming, buffalo became the main food of the Native Americans who lived on the Plains.

Main Idea: _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
