“Hearing the Sweetest Songs” Sample OERs
Prompt:  After reading “Hearing the Sweetest Songs,” do you think the author considers herself disabled? Explain your answer and support it with evidence from the selection.


Model (we will score this one together) : 

After reading “Hearing the Sweetest Songs,” I do think the author considers herself disabled. “If I tell, people may only see my disability. Once someone is labeled ‘deaf,’ ‘crippled,’ or ‘aged,’ that’s too often all they are.” The narrator recognizes she has a disability. She just doesn’t want to tell people about it because that could become her new identity. She calls her hearing problem a disability which leads the reader to think she is disabled.

Sample A:

In the short story, “Hearing the Sweetest Songs” , I think in a sense, the author knows she’s disabled in her hearing but doesn’t want to be treated different. She wants to be treated just like someone who is abled. “I wanted to listen to Beethoven.” 

Sample B:

After reading “Hearing the Sweetest Songs,” I think the author does consider herself disabled since in Paragraph 11 on this passage she says “If I tell, I risk being seen as unable rather than disabled.”

Sample C:

I do believe that the author considers herself to be disabled. The author says “Like most people with a disability, I don’t mind if you ask about it.” This quote shows that instead of denying her disability, as she was at the beginning of the passage, she has learned to embrace it and admit her disability whenever she is asked. There is further proof when she says “those of us who have [been disabled first] can tell you how to cope with the phones and the alarm clocks.” When the author says this, she is taking a step further than just admitting she’s disabled, she is willing to broadcast her disability and is not ashamed to admit that she is indeed deaf and disabled. 

Sample D:

No, the author does not consider herself to be disabled. In the text Toussaint says, “I’m a writer, a painter, a slapdash housekeeper, a gardener who grows wondrous roses; my hearing is just part of the whole.” This quote shows that her lack of hearing is not a disability, it’s a part of who she is. 

