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“Circumstances” Expository Essay

READ


Read the quotation in the box below: 
THINK

Through the narrator Junior, Sherman Alexie argues the point that the circumstances we are born into can play a major role in the path our lives will take. Think about the environment or situation in which Junior grows up. How much control does he have over what happens in his world? 
WRITE

WRITE an essay that explains how one’s environment or circumstances can affect one’s life. 
As you write your composition, remember to…

· include a thesis statement that identifies two ways one’s life can be affected by their environment. 
· organize your ideas in a logical order, and connect those ideas using transitions.
· develop your ideas fully and thoughtfully with well-chosen details and precise words.
· make sure your composition is no longer than 26 lines.

“You start believing that you’re poor because you’re stupid and ugly. And then you start believing that you’re stupid and ugly because you’re Indian. And because you’re Indian you start believing you’re destined to be poor. It’s an ugly circle and there’s nothing you can do about it. Poverty doesn’t give you strength or teach you lessons about perseverance. No, poverty only teaches you how to be poor.”


--Sherman Alexie


From The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 














