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Fiction Two-Column Notes – Who Did What and Why?

Every time we read a text in this class, we will take notes while reading to build our understanding of the text. For fictional texts such as “Why Chicken Means So Much to Me,” we will track which characters performed the actions in the text and why they acted the way they did. For this first story, we have filled in much of the information for you. As the year goes on, you will be expected to complete these notes about other texts on your own. 
	Who did what?
	Why did they do it? 

	1. The narrator explains that he is a good 

_________________________but wishes he had magic powers. 
2. The narrator says being hungry is not 
_____________________________________

3. Last week Junior’s best friend Oscar

 ________________________________

4. First, Junior tried to give Oscar _________________ because he thought the dog probably had _______________________________.

5. Junior tells his mother they have to take Oscar ______________________.
6. Junior’s mother tells him _______________________________________
but he knows she is _________________. 

7. His mother then tells him that they can’t help Oscar. 
8. Junior offers to get a _________________ to help pay the vet, but his mom just 

______________________________________.
9. Junior’s dad comes home and gets

 ___________________________________from the closet. 

10.  Junior says he wanted to hate his parents for ___________________________________

_____________________________________.

11. Junior tells the reader that his mother can 

______________________________________  

12. He explains that when his father drinks, he ____________________________________

____________________________________

13. Junior says reservation Indians don’t get 

____________________________________. 

14. Junior picks up ____________ , puts him

 ________________________________, and 

then __________________________________ 

15. Junior wishes he could run faster than

 ______________________________________

16. His last line is that a bullet only costs two cents and that 

“_____________________________________.”


	1. Why does he want to be a magician? 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

2. Being hungry isn’t the worst thing because he knows that his parents will bring home ______________________ before he starves. He also thinks being hungry makes _______________________________________.

3. Junior is telling the reader about his sick dog as a way to show what? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

4.He thought Oscar was overheated because ___________________________________

5. He realizes they have to get Oscar some help after the dog _______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

6a. How does Junior know his mother is lying to him? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

6b. Why does she lie to him? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

7. Why can’t they help Oscar? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

8. Why was it silly for him to think he could get a job? 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________.
9. Junior’s parents have decided to ________________________________________

because_________________________________. 
10. But he can’t hate them because 

a)_____________________________________

_______________________________________

b)_____________________________________

_______________________________________ 

11. He wants us to understand that his mother used to dream of _________________________. 

12. His father wanted to be a _________________

13. Junior says reservation Indians don’t have choices because 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

14. Why does he let his father shoot Oscar? 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

15. If he could run that fast, he would not have heard _________________________________

______________________________________. 

16. So what is the worst thing about being poor, according to Junior? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________


