Organizational Patterns 
Authors often organize information to show the connection between ideas and make their argument or explanation easy to follow. We will focus on five common ways authors organize information:

· Chronological Order

· Cause and Effect

· Comparison and Contrast

· Problem and Solution

· Description
As you read and annotate, mark the passage with brackets to show its organizational patterns and  highlight key transitional words. Then, make marginal notes about which type of pattern is used and how that pattern is appropriate for the type of information presented. Use the chart below to guide your annotations and analysis. 

	Pattern
	Description
	Transition Words
	Graphic Organizer

	Chronological Order
	The author presents the information or events in sequence or the order in which they happen, either explicit or implied
	• first , second, third

• later, next, finally
• before, after

• then 

• when 

• later 

• since 

• now 

• previously 

· at that point

• use of dates
	1.__________________ 

2.__________________ 

3.__________________ 

4.__________________

	Cause and Effect
	The author shows what happens and why it happens. Ideas, events, or facts are shown as causing the resulting effect(s). 
	• if/then 

• reasons why 

• as a result 

• therefore 

• because 

• consequently 

• since 

• so that 

• for 

• hence 

• due to 

• thus 

• this led to/ leads to
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	Pattern
	Description
	Transition Words
	Graphic Organizer

	Comparison and Contrast
	The authors shows similarities and differences in events, concepts, etc. 
	• however 

• on the other hand 

• but 

• similarly 

• although 

• in contrast 

• different 

• alike 

• same as 

• either/or 

• in the same way 

• just like , just as 

• likewise 

• in comparison 

• where as 

• yet
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	Problem and Solution
	The author presents a problem and one or more solutions
	• problem is 

• dilemma is 

• if/then 

• because 

• so that 

• question/answer 

• puzzle is solved

· difficulty

· solve

· help
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	Description
	The author describes a topic by listing characteristics, features, attributes, and examples. 
	• for example 

• characteristics 

• for instance 

• such as 

• is like 

• including 

• to illustrate
· most important

· is a feature of

· in fact

· in addition
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